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This trek is for folks who
desire a workout – not recom-
mended for beginners. However,
it’s shady all the way (no sun-
screen needed), and affords some
open views with possible high
altitude breezes accompanying
your travels. Suggest you start
early, when its cool, and you can
also miss the later-afternoon
thunderstorms.

Begin this 10.4-mile
roundtrip at Unicoi Gap located
on GA Hwy. 75 at 8.0 miles north
of Robertstown or 14.0 miles
south of Hiawassee, GA. Most of
your trip will be on the famous 6”
X 2” white-blazed Appalachian
Trail (AT). Unicoi Gap provides
plenty of free parking. 

Your very first 1.3 miles of
the day will be the sharpest climb
with the most elevation gain. You
begin at 2,949 feet elevation in
Unicoi Gap, and climb steeply
and continuously to the Summit
of Rocky Mountain, bypassing
for now the Rocky Mountain
blue-blazed trail which comes off
on your left at 0.9 mile.

A thousand-feet-plus gain
will bring you on the AT to
Rocky Mountain’s summit at
4,017 feet. Here several rocky
bluffs afford magnificent views.
The mountain protruding alone
in the far distance with a ninety-
degree sharp drop hundred of feet
on its right side is Yonah
Mountain near Cleveland, GA. It
is most notable for its use by the
U.S. Army’s Camp Merrill in
providing repelling exercises for
its Army ranger program.

Move now steeply down the
back side of Rocky. At one point
you will be passing a very large
fern grove under open forest on
your left. During June flame
azaleas abound.

You reach Forest Service Rd.
283 at Indian Grave Gap, el.
3,113, and you’ve covered 2.7
miles, just over halfway to Tray
Mountain. From here you climb
again most of the time, but more
gradually. (Note: Some folks I’ve
known exercise and train for
harder hikes by simply going
over Rocky Mountain between
the two gaps and back again.)

The first minutes out of
Indian Grave Gap one finds the
forest floor is full of galax, small
ground-hugging plants with
stalked white blooms in spring

and leaves turning a burnished
color in cooler months. You
climb ever onward, crossing Tray
Mountain gravel road (USFS 79)
at 3.4 miles. At 3.6 miles there is
a flat area just before the next
climb. To the left downhill from
the spring sign was the old
cheese factory, an isolated high-
elevation dairy farm operated
mid-nineteenth century. 

After a further climb from
the spring sign, reach a rock
opening with good eastward
views at 4.2. At 4.4 miles enter
Tray Gap at 3,847 ft., with two
intersecting gravel roads, USFS
79 and 698. Cross the road and
resume your AT journey upward,
passing a sign declaring Tray
Mountain Wilderness.

Climb just a few long,
sweeping switchbacks. A bit
below Tray’s summit, on the left
at a right switchback, a view up
the west side of the Blue Ridge
Range awaits you. The vista also
provides a panorama of peaks in
Georgia and North Carolina.

Finally you reach the rocky
summit of Tray Mountain at 5.2
miles, elevation 4,430, the sec-
ond highest peak on the
Appalachian Trail in Georgia
(state’s seventh highest overall
according to one source).
Standing on the rocks, one may
receive fair views in most direc-
tions, although the summit
shrubs are higher now than for-
merly. There’s Brasstown Bald to
the west (Georgia’s highest), and
Lake Burton and other peaks are
to the east and northeast.

Here’s a good early lunch
spot. I journeyed here in late June
in the fine company of some of
the longer-hikes group from the
Mountain High Hikers. This is a
club of about 160 members from
several counties in northern
Georgia and southwestern North
Carolina. Our lunch was made
quickly by the passing over of a
light shower. (Web search for
“Mountain High Hikers” for
info.)

It’s time to return to your
vehicle at Unicoi Gap, but with a
variation. After trekking virtual-
ly all downhill (Whew!) 2.5
miles to Indian Grave Gap, turn
right on the road. Here you will
see blue 2” X 6” blazes that pro-
ceed northward along the road.
Follow these blazes 0.8 miles,
and watch carefully for double
blue blazes (one above another)
indicating a turn off the road.

Here turn left and follow the
continuous blazes on the Rocky
Mountain Trail. This trail
through beautiful woods first
uses an old road bed, then it
leaves this on narrow constructed
trail for most of its route. This
includes crossing a small, tum-
bling stream then climbing
steadily up the mountain.
However, you avoid the harder
AT climb back over Rocky’s
summit and also see new territo-
ry.

Reaching the Appalachian
Trail, turn right and walk all
downhill for 0.9 mile; soon you
are back to Unicoi Gap and trans-
portation home.
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Horoscopes

Brett Beazley has been named General
Manager of The Ridges Resort & Club, on Lake
Chatuge. In his new position, Brett will lead the
resort’s team and continue to oversee golf opera-
tions. With more than 20 years in the resort hos-
pitality industry, Beazley is well positioned to
ensure success in his new role.

“We’re thrilled to have Brett lead The Ridges
Resort & Club, says Scotty Fain, Owner. “He has
stellar experience in the industry and is a well
known supporter of the Tri-County communi-
ties.”

Beazley has served The Ridges Resort &
Club for the past 2 years, as Director of Golf.
Under his hospitable leadership, the Golf Club
has enjoyed significant growth in revenues and
membership. Previously Brett held the position as
Head Golf Professional at Brasstown Valley
Resort for eight years. His extensive experience
in resort golf operations began in 1987 when he
joined Amelia Island Plantation Resort. He has

also served at Fernandina Beach Golf Club,
Crickentree and Oak Hills Golf Clubs.

A native Georgian, Beazley currently serves
as Golf Coach of Young Harris College and is
Co-founder/Vice President of the Tri County
Junior Golf Association. Brett and his wife Lisa
and son Brandon reside in Young Harris.

The Ridges Resort & Club is located on the
pristine shores Lake Chatuge, in Hiawassee
Georgia. Featuring rustic elegant décor and a
Lakefront Adirondack style greatroom, the Resort
offers 66 tastefully appointed lodge guestrooms,
1, 2, 3 & 4 bedroom villas and 3 bedroom golf vil-
las (new spring 2007.) The Ridges is home to 4
restaurants, indoor and outdoor meeting and func-
tion space. Additional resort amenities include the
full service Ridges Marina, swimming pools, an
18 hole Willard Byrd design golf course and grand
lodge-style clubhouse. For additional information
or to make reservations call 888-834-4409 or visit
www.TheRidgesResort.com.

ARIES (March 21 to April
19) You clever Ewes and Rams
love nothing more than to rise
to a challenge. So, by all
means, if you feel sure about
your facts, step right up and
defend your side of the issue.

TAURUS (April 20 to May
20) You’ve done some great
work recently. Now it’s time to
reward yourself with something
wonderful, perhaps a day at a
spa or a night out with someone
very special.

GEMINI (May 21 to June
20) You love to talk, but don’t
forget to make time to do a lit-
tle more listening, otherwise
you could miss out on an
important message someone
might be trying to send you.

CANCER (June 21 to July
22) Your aspect indicates some
uncertainty about one of your
goals. Use this period of shift-
ing attitudes to reassess what
you really want and what
you’re ready to do to get it.

LEO (July 23 to August 22)
Your social life is picking up,
and you’ll soon be mingling
with old friends and making
new ones. But ‘twixt the fun
times, stay on top of changing
workplace conditions.

VIRGO (August 23
September 22) A trusted friend
offers understanding as you

vent some long-pent-up feel-
ings. Now, move on from there
and start making the changes
you’ve put off all this time.

LIBRA (September 23 to
October 22) You might well
feel uneasy as you face a diffi-
cult situation involving some-
one close to you. But you know
you’re doing the right thing, so
stick with your decision.

SCORPIO (October 23 to
November 21) You’re a good
friend to others. Now’s the time
to allow them to be good
friends to you. Rely on their
trusted advice to help you get
through an uncertain period.

S A G I T T A R I U S
(November 22 to December 21)
Family and friends are always
important, but especially so at
this time. Despite your hectic
workplace schedule, make a
real effort to include them in
your life.

CAPRICORN (December
22 to January 19) That project

you’ve been working on is
almost ready for presentation.
But you still need some infor-
mation from a colleague before
you can consider it done.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to
February 18) Don’t let those
negative attitudes that have
sprung up around you drain
your energies. Shrug them off,
and move ahead with the confi-
dence that you can get the job
done.

PISCES (February 19 to
March 20) Aspects favor some
dedicated fun time for the hard-
working Piscean. A nice,
refreshing plunge into the
social swim can recharge your
physical and emotional batter-
ies.

BORN THIS WEEK: You
love to travel and be with peo-
ple. You probably would be
happy as a social director on a
cruise ship.
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New GM for Ridges Resort

Thanks to the support of
Busy Bee Printing & Signs, the
9th Annual Butternut Creek
Festival will be even better this
year.  The Festival will be held at
Meeks Park in Blairsville on July
21-22, 2007.  Over the past eight
years, the High Country Artisans,
Inc., a small group of dedicated
Blairsville artists and craftsmen,
have gradually developed this
show into a major arts event.  In

reviewing last year’s Festival, this
newspaper observed that it was
“one of north Georgia’s premier
arts and crafts festivals”, “anoth-
er spectacular festival that was a
joy for the public as well as the
participants:, the finest local arts
& crafts show of the summer...a
great family event.”

Recently, Ken and Joanne
Pendley of Busy Bee Printing &
Signs presented a check to the

High Country Artisans, Inc.  By
becoming a corporate sponsor of
the Festival, Busy Bee Printing &
Signs is showing, in a very tangi-
ble way, its commitment to the
growth and enhancement of our
community.  With this type of
support the Festival publicity can
be further expanded and thereby
increase the number of visitors
and tourists coming to Union
County.

Butternut Creek Festival receives support
from Busy Bee Printing & Signs

Summer workout? Try Tray,
Georgia’s second highest


