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First, abig THANK Y OU for al thereplies|
received in the past few days about finding some-
one to fix my 1896 wall clock that | got from
Germany about 10-11 years ago. | was pleasant-
ly surprised when on Friday | got several e-mails
with information about someone to fix my old

clock.

Then, later on Friday as | was waking my
German Shepherd puppy, | got acall from agen-
tleman who also knew of a person that fixed
clocks. Later that day and Saturday | received
several more calls for potential clock repair per-

Sons.

Well, | contacted severa of the people sug-
gested and found someone that is going to ook at
the clock and tell me whether or not he can make

as good as hew or not.

Needless to say, | am very anxious to get the
clock to the repair shop as | want to hang it on the
wall in my store. | think it is a showpiece. On a

small scalethat is.

So, again, let me thank you readers out there
and just to let you know what this old clock real-
ly looks like since it has been immaculately
restored by afriend of mine, Phil Kelly.

My 1896 wall clock from Germany.

RAINER'S RAMBLINGS

By RAINER ARNOLD
Union Sentinel Publisher

J A big thank you

SENATE REPORT

Senate passes groundbreaking
legislation on final day

By STATE SEN. CHIP PEARSON

The General Assembly
adjourned Sine Die last week,
asthe gavel came down to close
the 2007 session. In previous
columns, | have expressed to
my constituents the goals of the
Republican-led Senate. We
have continuously stated that
we are here to improve educa-
tion in Georgia, promote small-
er government at every level
and ensure the well-being of
our families. When you con-
sider the passage of severa key
pieces of legislation this year, |
think it is clear that we have
achieved many of these goals.

Throughout the 2007 ses-
sion, we looked at each piece of
legidlation that was introduced
in both the Senate and House,
and if we thought the legida
tion will make Georgia a better
place to live, work and raise a
family, it continued through the
process — if not, we de-priori-
tized the measure. We focused
on those kitchen table issues
that the people across Georgia
focus on everyday — education,
healthcare, protecting
Georgians from predators and
money. Inthisweek’s column,
I'd like to quickly review some
of the major bills that passed
during the '07 session. In
some of my upcoming
columns, we will examine the
new policies much closer, and
gauge how they will affect the
lives of Georgia citizens, as
Governor Perdue prepares to
sign these bills into law.

Education

Charter System Act — An
innovative approach to educa-
tion, allowing entire school sys-
tems to become Charter
Systems, removing them from
various state mandates. (Senate
Bill 39)

Special Needs Scholarship
Program — Allows students
with Individualized Education
Plans (IEPs) to obtain vouchers
for public or private schools.
(SB 10)

HOPE Chest Constitutional
Amendment — Mandates that
Georgia Lottery money is only
spent on the HOPE Scholarship

and Pre-kindergarten programs.
(Senate Resolution 125; on the
ballot in November 2008)

Middle School Graduation
Coaches to keep students in
school — Funds counselors in
Middle Schools to keep stu-
dents on track for graduation.
(2008 budget)

Career Academies Act of
2007 — Designed to increase
graduation rates and potential
job and educational opportuni-
ties for students. (SB 68)

Grade Integrity Act —
Provides that classroom teach-
ers will not be required,
coerced, intimidated or disci-
plined in any man-
ner by the loca
board of education,
superintendent  or
any local school
administrator to
change the grade of
astudent. (SB 9)

Tougher penalties for driv-
ing without a license — SB 15
makes a third offense of driving
without a license in Georgia a
felony. This does not apply to
those forget awallet or purse.

License plate requirements
— Requires license plate appli-
cants to have a valid driver's
license or other government-
issued identification card. (SB
38)

Economic Development
Supported Delta's efforts to
remain a stand-alone carrier —
Senate leaders signed and
mailed a letter to U.S. Attorney
General  Alberto
Gonzales, urging
him to carefully
review uU.S.
d Airways  hostile
attempt to take over
Delta Air Lines.
Days later, U.S. Air

withdrew their

Healthcare takeover bid. (SR
PeachCare for 49)

Kids - Funded Chip Pearson Bio-fuel tax

PeachCare at $81

million and shifted

additional Medicaid dollars to
preserve healthcare access for
the neediest children in
Georgia. (2008 budget)

Saving the Cure Act —
Promotes ethical adult stem cell
research without harming
embryos. (SB 148)

Establish a Trauma Care
Commission - The
Commission will develop a
plan to ensure that every
Georgian has access to trauma
care as needed. Adequate trau-
ma centers could save more
than 150 lives per year in
Georgia. (SB 60)

Protecting Georgians

False | dentification
Documents — Makes it a felony
to manufacture and distribute
false identification cards and
other documents. (SB 100)

Defeated legislation to
alow convicted sex offenders
back on the street — A bill that
could have reduced the sen-
tence of numerous sex offend-
ers currently in prison was
defeated. (SB 37)

credit — Allows for

sales tax credit on
production facilities of aterna-
tive energy sources. (HB 186)

Cable Choice Act -
Provides competition within
the cable industry for the first
time in Georgia. (HB 227)

Ethanol-85 — Provided
grants to encourage retailers to
provide alternative ethanol fuel
to consumers. (SB 157)

This year, we swore in the
first Republican lieutenant gov-
ernor ever, Lt. Gov. Casey
Cagle. He has brought with
him a desire for a more biparti-
san atmosphere than we've
seen in recent years. He has
encouraged debate, and we've
changed the tone of the state
Senate. | am encouraged by
what the Senate has done this
year, and | believe we have
passed meaningful legislation
that meets the needs of all
Georgians — not just a few, but
everyone who has chosen to
make our state their home.

Please feel free to contact
Sen. Chip Pearson at his office
in Atlanta at 404.656.9221 or
by email atchip@team51.org.

oH, GReAT.
ANOTHeR

FiSHING.
EXPeDiTiON.

BILL O'REILLY

Adieu to Ros e

Three weeks ago in this
space, | wrapped up my column
on Rosie O'Donnell by stating:
"Launching persona attacks on
Donad Trump is one thing.
Accusing your country of
trumping up 9/11 and commit-
ting war crimes is quite some-
thing else. Rosie O'Donnell has
cast her fate to an ill wind.
Nothing good will come of it."

That piece of prognostica-
tion was easy, and when Rosie
announced her exit from ABC
this week it was no surprise. As
Ms. O'Donnell became increas-
ingly unhinged on television
and in public appearances, the
Disney Company, which owns
ABC, found itself in an impossi-
ble position. Disney has one of
the most endearing images in
corporate America, and one
employee was ransacking that
image. Anyone who knows any-
thing about the corporate culture
knew the iceberg collison was
looming ever closer.

The ship really began listing
after Ms. O'Donnell appeared at
a chi-chi women's award lunch-
eon and launched into an
obscene tirade against Trump.
Scores of corporate power bro-
kers witnessed the embarrassing
display, as did some teenaged
girlswho werereceiving college
scholarships from the "Women
in Communications" group.
Despite strenuous spinning by
Rosies handlers, Disney real-
ized that not even Peter Pan
could fix this one.

The amazing thing is that
Ms. O'Donnell lasted so long.
Never in the history of
American television has one

performer alienated so many
people. Rosie compared "radi-
ca" Christiansto Mudlim terror-
ists. Rosie announced that no
American Catholic should be
allowed to be ajudge because of
the Church's condemnation of
abortion. Ms.  O'Donnell
accused President Bush of com-
mitting treason. The hits just
kept on coming.

For those of usin the televi-
sion industry, it was fascinating
to watch. While Don Imus was
figuratively burned at the stake,
and Ann Coulter exiled from
polite society for using a gay
dur, Rosie kept rolling right
along with Fortune 500
companies paying her
way.
The low point for
me came when Ms.
O'Donnell was defend-
ing Alec Baldwin. She
looked into the camera
and said that she, too,
cursed at her kids.
Almost in a panic, Barbara
Walters said, "but you hug them
afterwards."

Rosie quickly said she did.

The truly bizarre thing
about the cursing statement was
that somein the audience actual-
ly applauded when O'Donnell
saidit. | wasstunned. | looked at
the tape five times. What the
deuce was going on?

Here's how | process all of
this. Rosie O'Donnell is a far-
left individual who has the sym-
pathy of many who believe what
she believes, including some in
the mainstream press. Unlike
Imus and Coulter, O'Donnell's
anti-Bush,  anti-conservative

tirades were useful to the radical
left. If O'Donnell's opinions
could become mainstream, then
other radical bomb throwers
could get away with a lot more
on the tube.

Thus, while Fox News and
afew newspapers covered Rosie
O'Donnell's wild adventure,
most of the other media ignored
it. The same media that had
feasted on Imus and Ann
Coulter.

In the end, the everyday
folks got Rosie, although | do
believe she isn't sad about leav-
ing ABC. Ms. O'Donnell is a
woman who wants 100 percent
affirmation; dissent is
not tolerated in her life.
Disney knew that
| BarbaraWaltersand the
company, itself, were
both taking a public
opinion beating, and
enough was enough.
Rosie redlized that
Disney was no longer
thrilled with her act and wanted
out.

And so this columnist has
reached oracle status, at |least for
this week. Say goodnight,
Rose.

Veteran TV news anchor
Bill O'Rellly is host of the Fox
News show "The O'Reilly
Factor" and author of the book
"Culture Warrior." To find out
more about Bill O'Reilly, and
read features by other Creators
Syndicate writers and cartoon-
ists, visit the Creators Syndicate
web page at www.creators.com.
This column originates on the
Web site www.billoreilly.com.

COPYRIGHT 2007 BillOReilly.com.
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IT WAS THe ONLY PLAN To BUILD WALLS in BAGHDAD THAT WoULD WoRK..




